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Directords Message

As | write this message, it is hard to imagine that the privilege to work as the Executive
Director of the Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves is quickly approaching a one year
anniversary. The drive to help support and create opportunities for conservation of
Kentuckyds beauti ful | andscapes and natur al reso
to the Commonwealth since 1995, everyday has brought challenges, victories and
opportunities. When the opportunity to be part of the OKNP came to pass, the call was
easy to answer. The work carried out under the OKNP; protection and management of
rare natural resources owned by OKNP, the Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund
and Wild Rivers, is truly one of the brightest gems in the Commonwealth. To discover new
species of plants and animals, inventory remote areas untouched in recent times, and to
forge creative partnerships, holds so much excitement and anticipation.

In the past year here at OKNP, staff have continually pushed the bar upwards, accepting
nothing less than excellence in project design and execution, thus creating opportunities
for the public to visit and enjoy beautiful natural areas, learn of the importance of the
natur al communities right in their own oObackyar
creative ways. The discoveries made, acres restored and vigilant monitoring give credit to
the continual hard work and dedication of the staff at OKNP. Everyday, staff share ideas
about how to move forward. Perhaps it is new updated signs for visitors, discussions on how
to have more ADA access, how to adapt management techniques to help rare plants and
insects flourish, or simply visiting a remote and secluded site assuring that a rare
community is thriving; nonetheless, the excitement and commitment from every staff
member is noted.

As we have worked together to document work for the OKNP over the last year, it is
inspiring to see how far we have come, hurdles we have cleared and conservation
victories we have achieved. The biodiversity of Kentucky has proven to be a never
ending surprise full of beauty and intrigue. Moving forward, we must continue to challenge
ourselves as a society to recognize the importance of being stewards for those
generations of Kentuckians to come. Without meaningful conservation actions today, we
will certainly deny those that come after us the full breadth of beauty and integrity that our
land and waters hold.

As you take time to read through this report, my hope is that you will reflect on the
accomplishments recorded here by the talented and dedicated staff of the OKNP. Their
recording of places, activities and findings are a glimpse into what makes our
Commonwealth so special.

In your Service,

Sunni L. Carr-Leach



OKNP Natural Areas Map

OKNP manages four distinct programs to conserve

x The Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation Fund
Assists with funding conservation at the local and state level.

x The State Nature Preserve System
Prioritizes rare species habitat conservation and quiet enjoyment of natural areas.

x The Natural Areas Registry
Recognizes private landowners and others who own land with outstanding ecological

attributes.

x The Wild Rivers Program
Focuses on riparian forest conservation and paddling opportunities on pristine rivers and

streams.

- 19,880 ac owned by OKNP in 39 State Nature Preserves.

- 8,090 ac owned by OKNP in 13 State Natural Areas.

- 7,140 ac dedicated by OKNP in 18 State Nature Preserves owned by partners.

- 13,710 ac of conservation easements owned by local groups in 61 KHLCF natural areas.
- 71,600 ac of deed restrictions owned by other state agencies in 26 KHLCF natural areas.
- 9,220 ac owned by private landowners and others in 77 Registered Natural Areas.

- 26,960 acres owned by private landowners and others in 9 Wild Rivers Corridors.

While the grand total of 156,600 acres in these programs is an impressive number, it is 0.6%
of Kentuckydés 25 million acres! Appendi x | has

status.



